General dentistry grant program: 1976-1996.
The federal general dentistry grant program supports the development of new programs and first-year positions in postdoctoral general dentistry (PGD) education. One hundred and fifteen institutions have participated in the grant program since awards were first made in 1978. The grant program assisted in establishing 59 new PGD programs and 560 new positions. Eighty-eight percent of the new programs are still in operation; 69 percent of the positions are still being filled. These retained programs and positions represent 72 percent and 77 percent of the net growth in PGD programs and positions, respectively, that has occurred since 1977.